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Shelby Soyars of Benton crowned Homecoming Queen
Staff Reports/Photo

Bulldogs blast Coahoma on 
Homecoming, 64-6 

Holmes held pink-o-ween 
walk-o-thon to support 
breast cancer 

see page 5 for Photos

From Staff Photo/Reports

The Holmes Community College Bull-
dogs racked up 445 yards of offense and 
held the Coahoma Community College Ti-
gers to only 100 yards of offense en route 
to a 64-6 North Division win here Saturday 
night on Homecoming 2014.

With the win, the Bulldogs moved to 3-5 
on the season and 2-3 in the North Division. 
Holmes ends the season on Thursday night 
against Northeast Mississippi Community 
College in Booneville at 6:30 p.m.

The Bulldogs scored four rushing touch-
downs in the first quarter to jump out to a 
27-0 lead. Mitchell Cunningham broke free 
on a 69-yard touchdown run with 12:57 left 
in the quarter. Dre Massey answered Cun-
ningham’s score with one of his own from 
23 yards out with 9:57 to play in the quarter 
before Aquindus Henson scored two touch-
downs in the final 5:41 of the quarter. His 

In front of a crowd of cheering 
spectators, Shelby Soyars of Benton, 
a sophomore cheerleader, Goodman 
Campus  Ambassador, and SGA mem-
ber, was crowned Holmes Commu-
nity College Homecoming Queen on 
Saturday, Oct. 18, during half-time of 
the  football game against Coahoma 
Community College. Despite having 
to walk on crutches due to a cheerlead-
ing injury, Soyars was the picture of 
graceful elegance in her shimmering 
white gown as she received flowers 
from Lynda Irby, Alumni Council sec-
retary, the queen’s cape from Johnny 
“Bit” Belk, Alumni Council past pres-

first score came from 15 yards out with 5:41 
to play in the quarter while the second score 
came from 10 yards out with 1:50 to play in 
the quarter. Cole Ballard connected on three 
of four PATs.

Holmes picked up two scores in the sec-
ond quarter. Massey broke loose on an 80-
yard touchdown run with 13:55 to play in 
the quarter before Jamario Benson scored 
from 63 yards out with 6:50 to play in the 
first half. Ballard’s extra points made the 
score 41-0 at halftime.

The Bulldogs wasted no time getting on 
the scoreboard in the second half when 
De’MonTerius Kendrick took the opening 
kickoff and raced 86 yards for the touch-
down. Henson got his final score of the 
night with 2:47 to play in the third quarter 
when the scored from 16 yards out. Ballard 

ident, and the crown from Dr. Haffey, 
president of Holmes. She was driven 
onto the field in a golfcart by her es-
cort, Dalton Burton, and met at the 
50-yard line by her step-father, Rob-
in McCoy. Prior to Soyar’s crowning, 
an announcer introduced the other 15 
maids and their escorts. Each maid 
dressed in red, the ladies represent-

Earlier in the day, faculty, staff, stu-
dents, alumni, family and friends were 
entertained by a variety of events and 
performances. The day began with a 
intrasquad baseball game, followed 
by an alumni vs. current bulldog soft-
ball game. A cookout was held in the 
Grove beginning at noon, complete 
with fried catfish and fried chicken,  
an assortment of Southern side dishes, 
a performance by the steel drums and 
jazz band, and the opening of the Lit-
tle Bulldog Zone, which included face 
painting, jumpys, and an inflateable 
gladiator play arena. The visual arts 
department opened its doors for tours 
during this time, as well. Coinciding 
with an afternoon Alumni Council 
meeting, local artist Bill Bannister, 
owner of Papa Bill’s Wooden Toys, 
had his exhibit on display in the li-
brary, and stopped to meet guests who 
were interested in his work. Following 
the council meeting and art exhibit, 
the two honored alumni of 2014 - Tri-
na George, Alumna of the Year, and 

Pictured is the 2014 Homecoming Queen Shelby Soyars with (left to right) 
Lynda Irby, Alumni Council secretary; Robin McCoy, Shelby’s father; 
Dalton Burton, Shelby’s escort; Dr. Jim Haffey, president of HCC, and 
Johnny “Bit” Belk, Alumni Council past president. 

•Color Run
•Socccer appreciation night
•More Homecoming photos
•MS SongWRiters showcase
•arts Showcase at the renaissance
•Fall Fest
•PTK Induction

	  and More!

What’s Inside...

    See Bulldogs, Page 13

ed all three locations of HCC. The 
half-time show also included a per-
formance by the Bulldog Marching 
Band and the Dazzlers dance team. 
Pre-game, the Holmes Chorale sang 
the National Anthem a capella, and the 
Homecoming Banner Contest winners 
were announced, with the visual arts 
department taking first place.     See Homecoming, Page 3

Burney Named VP 
of Grenada Center
From Staff Photo/Reports

The Holmes Community 
College Board of Trustees 
named lifelong Grenada 
resident Michelle Ligon 
Burney as the new vice 
president of the Grenada 
Center. 

Burney replaces Dr. Jim 
Haffey, who took over as 
the new Holmes president in 
September.

She holds a bachelor’s 
degree in elementary educa-
tion from Millsaps College 
and a master’s degree in 
guidance and counseling 
from Mississippi College. 
She has additional stud-
ies from the University of 
Mississippi and Delta State 
University. 

Burney is a member of 
the Holmes Grenada Higher 
Education Association, Del-
ta Kappa Gamma Society 
International, Mississippi 
Counseling Association, 
Mid-Mississippi Counseling 
Association, Mississippi 
Community/Junior College 
Counseling Association, 

Mississippi Association of 
Collegiate Registrars and 
Admission Officers and the 
Phi Mu Alumnae Associa-
tion. 

At Holmes, she has served 
as the academic counselor 
since October 2004. Be-
fore 2004, she served as an 
outreach coordinator for 
St. Dominic Behavioral 
Health Services in Grenada 
beginning in 1999. Prior to 
that, she was the counseling 
center director at Charter 
Behavioral Health Systems 
in Grenada from 1996-1999. 
She was an instructor in 

    See Burney, Page 4
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Letters are welcome, but may be edited for 
clarity and space. 

Smoking 
policy may 
burn 
students
By Erikka Dawson
Staff Reporter

Holmes Community College in 
Ridgeland is putting out the fire 
about smoking on campus.  Smok-
ing cigarettes is banned on cam-
pus along with throwing cigarette 
butts out of a car in the parking lot.  
This is a huge advantage for stu-
dents that do not smoke, but there 
are still students on campus that 
do.

HCC used to allow those students 
who did smoke to do so outside of 
Madison Hall in a designated area.  
This confined the smoking to one 
place on campus.  Students could 
take a break in between class and 
have a cigarette while waiting for 
the next class to start.  The desig-
nated smoking area could be seen 
as beneficial.  It was a way for 
students who smoke to be social 
and engage with other students 
on campus.  It was a close area to 
buildings, so they would not have 
to run to their car during break and 
rush back worrying about being 
on time.  It also limited some of 
the cigarette butts that are thrown 
from car windows in the parking 
lot by having a designated place to 
throw them away.

While the designated spot to 
smoke was beneficial to those who 
smoked, it also caused a problem 
for those who do not. Students 
that parked near the Madison Hall 
or had classes near the smok-
ing area were exposed to second 
hand smoke unwillingly. Cigarette 
smoke carries and affects people 
who do not smoke with its linger-
ing smells and obvious risks of 
cancer.  Students that had to walk 
past this area were put at risk by 
having the smoking spot so close 
to the student population.

   Government Monitoring of Electronic Communications
By Christina Hayes
Submitted
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Homecoming (continued from Front Page)

Dr. Sameul Massey, Distinguished Service Award Recipient 
- were recognized in McDaniel Auditorium and had an oppor-
tunity to share what Holmes meant to them. 

The afternoon excitement continued  as Holmes presented 
a Connection! showchoir performance in McDaniel Auditori-
um, a Chorale Concert in the chapel, and a Homecoming Pa-
rade featuring this year’s court, followed by a pep rally in the 
parking lot pre-game time. A wonderful time was had by all 
who came out to enjoy good food, fellowship, football, oth-
er timeless traditions of Holmes Community College Home-
coming. 

Pictured is the 2014 Holmes CC Homecoming Court. 

Even though it is clear that some ter-
rorist events in the United States have 
been prevented by government moni-
toring of personal electronic commu-
nications, the dishonest review of even 
high level meta-data of US citizen 
electronic communications is a viola-
tion of US Federal laws. If these illegal 
actions by our government are allowed 
to continue, they will lead to greater 
loss of personal freedoms. There is 
no clear understanding of what really 
constitutes a more intrusive search of 
someone’s personal communications, 
but it is clear that illegal intrusive 
searches do occur. We seemed to have 
forgotten that the Fourth Amendment 
of the US Constitution strictly forbids 
any type of search of personal writings 
without probable cause.

Recent revelations from a govern-
ment whistleblower, as mentioned in 
the NY Times Editorial Board article 
“Whistleblower,” have disclosed that 
the US government can read nearly 
any person’s electronic communica-
tion(s) from all over the world. Addi-
tionally, not only can these commu-
nications be intercepted, but they can 
be read at a very fast rate. Challenges 
made by privacy advocates and inter-
net search organizations have identi-
fied that the US government not only 
has the technical means to conduct 
electronic eavesdropping, but it has 
also given itself the questionable legal 
authority to do so. Therefore, with the 
ability and legal support to look at all 
private electronic conversations any-
where, there appears to be no real rule 
on what’s right to intercept and how 
far the government can probe into pri-
vate communications. 

With the beginning of the internet 
and all the personal communication’s 
capabilities that have been developed 
in the very recent past, the US intel-
ligence agencies have rightly exploit-
ed other countries communications so 
we can determine what bad things that 
they are up to. However, as computing 
power has developed exponentially, so 
has the ability of our government to 
data-mine the billions of bits and bytes 
that are sent all over the world each 
day. For many years, the United States 
has built secret programs to survey the 
communications of other country’s 
politicians and military commands so 
that we can be prepared in case their 
intentions turn hostile. Dating back to 
1917, the Allies developed signal inter-
ception capabilities designed to identi-
fy spy networks, according to Robert 
Wilde in “The Zimmerman Memo.” As 
the world’s technology has advanced, 
so has the ability of our country to ex-
ploit communications technology and 
to use it for intelligence purposes; for 
defensive and offensive planning rea-

sons. It has only been by the recent 
disclosures from whistleblowers, pol-
iticians, or by complete accidents that 
these surveillance programs have been 
disclosed to the general public. These 
programs have always been considered 
our country’s most secret and valued 
assets because if we know what the 
other guys are thinking, we can be pre-
pared to deal with upcoming threats. 

By their very nature, computer and 
telephone networks are designed to 
be insecure to allow interoperability 
between different equipment types so 
eavesdropping is made extremely easy. 
The rapid leaps forward in computer 
network technology in the last 15 years 
has created significant weaknesses in 
operating systems and network struc-
ture because the people building these 
neat items did not predict that their 
technology could be easily hacked.  
With every new gift from science in 
electronic communication comes a po-
tential vulnerability to protect against. 
These rapid leaps forward really out-
paced any solid attempt to prevent 
eavesdropping or compromise of in-
formation. From the mid 90’s onward, 
the US has been developing advanced 
eavesdropping techniques to compro-
mise computer and wireless networks 
along with public telephone systems 
and cellular telephone systems. With 
the US signal intelligence communi-
ty’s enhanced capability and systems, it 
becomes almost child’s play to look at 
this electronic communications traffic. 

Whistleblowers and privacy advo-
cates have pointed out that it has been 
very easy for the US and allied gov-
ernments to intercept and share large 
amounts of data at a very high level. 
Based on current open source reports, 
it is easy to make the assumption that 
most any electronic communications 
can be compromised; it would appear 
that nothing is safe, according to the 
Sophos Security Threat Report 2014.  
The US’s ability to intercept commu-
nications is only exceeded by our abil-
ity to data-mine those communications 
that we have access to. 

There is a huge amount of data that is 
reviewed daily and it’s not clear who’s 
reviewing the data and what exactly 
are they looking for? The US govern-
ment has demonstrated that when a Ji-
hadist posts alarming text on a social 
networking site, these words are read 
very rapidly and a review of this per-
son’s communications is most proba-
bly completed as soon as the threaten-
ing remarks are identified. But, who is 
determining if these remarks are those 
made by a US citizen? How is it de-
cided when a person may be illegally 
critical of his own government and is 
the government violating rights con-
cerning free speech and freedom from 
un-reasonable searches when they con-

duct data mining 
of a these citizen’s 
communications? 
The monitoring 
of even surfaced 
based data on in-
tercepted commu-
nications of US 
citizens brings up 
several questions 
about the legality 
and ethical nature 
of this process 
such as; at what 
point does a US 
citizen’s right’s 

become overshadowed by the govern-
ment’s need and ability to monitor their 

communications that would have been 
private just about ten years ago, are 
these communications not protected 
just because they appear on a social 
networking site, who oversees the se-
cret courts and special judges that are 
called upon to make determinations 
about what can be searched, how does 
a US citizen defend against these intru-
sions and the apparent un-lawfulness, 
and who makes the determination that 
a communication is serious or whether 
it is nothing more than a normal person 
acting out on a bad day? 

US government intelligence opera-
tions are constantly looking for trends 
and analysis that point to countries or 
people that can do harm to our country 
and our citizens. For years, the US in-
telligence agencies have been develop-
ing processes that help identify threats 
by looking at meta-data of these com-
munications, according to CBS News. 
These algorithms identify trip-wires 
that are used to find electronic com-
munications that need an “extra look.” 
The US Court Systems have held that 
the review of communication meta-da-
ta is not an intrusive search of elec-
tronic communications because it does 
not really look at the contents of the 
message. Meta-Data is best described 
as information about the electronic 
communication, to include routing and 
IP addresses of the communication, 
but not the actual written content of the 
individual communication.

Since 9/11, in reaction to these sig-
nificant terror activities in our home-
land, the US government and intel-
ligence agencies have successfully 
argued for the creation of several new 
data-intercept and review programs. 
The National Security Agency (NSA) 
is the lead agency for the collection 
and mining of data for the other US 
intelligence agencies and friendly gov-
ernments. The specific areas of data 
that were intended for interception has 
grown since 9/11 and now probably 
covers most digital electronic com-
munications in the free-world. The 
speed, accuracy and new legality of 
these captures has proven successful 
in the identification and interdiction of 
several terrorist actions against the US 
since 9-/11, according to MSN News. 

The US Government continues to 
demonstrate that it has the ability to 
eavesdrop on its own citizens outside 
of the normal expected protections 
afforded by the Bill of Rights. Dat-
ing back to the times before WWI, 
open source and government reports 
describe that these intercepts do real-
ly take place and current revelations 
make it clear that these searches are 
not regulated by the US Constitution, 
but by the Patriot Act and other Orwel-
lian (in reference to George Orwell’s 
“1984”) interpretation of US priva-
cy laws.  As citizens of the greatest 
free-country in the world, it seems that 
we now allow our own government 
the unrelenting authority to review our 
innermost personal communications. 
Either at a very high level, Meta Data 
reviews, or in-the-weeds transcription 
of social web postings, the current ac-
tions of our own government seem to 
go against what our parents wanted to 
protect us from just a few years ago. 
While these intrusions of our com-
munications may have prevented in-
tentional terrorist acts in our country, 
these violations of our freedoms will 
likely lead to the loss of our protec-
tions against unreasonable search and 
our right to free speech.

Jose Gutierrez and 
Ridgeland Campus Freshman 
Maid Avery Huff

Josh Williams and 
Ridgeland Campus Freshman 
Maid Caitlin Jiles.

Alex Allen and 
Ridgeland Campus Sopho-
more Maid Maya Lewis 

Ryan Waters and 
Ridgeland Campus Sopho-
more Maid Emma Watson.

Ridgeland Campus Student 
Body Maid Paulette Vargas 
and Juan A. Vargas.

Austin Parker and 
Goodman Campus Freshman 
Maid Madeline Crowe

Goodman Campus Freshman 
Maid Madison Allyn and 
Ben Hudson.

Goodman Campus Student 
Body Maid Lakin Ables and 
James David Ingram

Goodman Campus Sophomore 
Maid Miranda Birchfield and 
Daniel Fortenberry

Gage Saxton and 
Goodman Campus Sopho-
more Maid Lori Nesbitt

Grenada Freshman Maid 
Abby Vance and Josh 
Branscome

Grenada Sophomore Maid 
Allyson Cummins and Joel 
Cummins

Grenada Freshman Maid 
Erin Beck and John Douglas 
Staten

Grenada Sophomore Maid 
Elizabeth Tillman and Joe 
Kelley Whitfield

Grenada Student Body Maid 
Haley King and Austin 
McCod

Today’s society seems to be ob-
sessed with using acronyms. They are 
being used more and more frequently 
in news articles, social media, text, 
and even in normal conversation. 
More than once I have had to turn to 
the internet to search for the mean-
ing of acronyms to decipher what 
was being said. Articles concerning 
TV programs or personalities are the 
worse in the news genre. We see this 
with DWTS, AGT, AI, WSOP, AFV, 
and BIB just to name a few of the 
ever growing list. Social Media is by 
far the area that has grown most rap-
idly with the largest list of acronyms 
being used, containing hundreds of 
acronyms.  It started with a simple 
LOL, and the virus quickly grew to 
what we see today.

 A quick web search will bring up 
site after site of pages containing 
acronyms and abbreviations being 
used today. JK, BRB, SMH, BTW, 

Acroynms: 
Nothing to  
LOL about

Send to: mturner@holmescc.edu.     See Smoking, Page 4
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12 Holmes students chosen
for Honor Choir

Twelve students from Holmes 
Community College in Goodman 
were recently selected to perform 
in the 2014 All-State Community 
College Honor Choir that was hosted 
on the campus of The University of 
Southern Mississippi in Hattiesburg 
Sept. 29-30.  Honor Choir students 
were able to participate in a clinic 
with the guest conductor, Dr. Lori 
Hetzel, associate professor of mu-
sic at the University of Kentucky.  
Selected students included:  (front, 
left to right) Olivia Tanner, Koscius-

ko; Riley Baker, Madison; Mabry 
Dye, Carthage; (middle, left to right) 
Jason Howard, West; Alexandria 
Paton, Kosciusko; Amber Gilm-
ore, Kosciusko; Tayanna Williams, 
Kosciusko; Kris Murray, Koscius-
ko; (back, left to right) Chris May, 
Eupora; Wesley Edwards, Stewart; 
Timothy Wallace, Kosciusko, and 
Kenneth Washington, Durant. 
These singers are students of Joel 
C. Hill, director of choral and vocal 
music on the Goodman Campus.

Say cheese for 
Phi Theta 
Kappa

Does your campus smell a 
little like cheese lately?  Phi 
Theta Kappa students at all 
three campuses of Holmes 
Community College have been selling 
different types of cheese for a fundrais-
er.  They have hung up flyers and gone 
door-to-door on campus to raise money 
for their society.

The idea to sell cheese for a fund-
raiser was first put into practice by the 
Goodman campus in the early 1980’s.  
They have been doing it every year 
since then.  Mississippi State Univer-
sity is known for their tasty cheese 
sales, so HCC in Goodman thought this 
would be a great way for them to raise 
money as well.  PTK sponsor Will Al-
exander said, “Everyone was wanting 
‘good Mississippi State cheese’ so we 
found a Mississippi Company willing 
to work with us and ran with the fund-
raising idea.”  

Today, they are using cheese from 
Booneville.

According to Dr. Wolgamott, Rid-
geland PTK will use the raised money 
to help with travel to regional and 
international events.  Goodman PTK 
is going to use their money to help 
sponsor the Kappa Alpha Relay Rally 
for the American Cancer Society in the 
spring.  The money will also help fund 
their travel for the regional convention 
held in Baton Rouge during the spring 
semester.

Want to add a little cheesiness to 
your life while supporting your cam-
pus PTK students?  Try some peer and 
sponsor favorites.  Grenada’s Kath-
ryn Cox loves the mild cheese, while 
Goodman’s top favorites are the sharp 
and pepper jack cheese.  Any cheese 
will taste better for a good cause.

By Erikka Dawson
Staff Reporter

Goodman PTK members sell cheese 
at their booth during Homecoming on 
Oct. 18. (Staff Photo)

Cartoon by Josh Dilmore
Submitted

By Carl Smith
Staff Reporter

    See Acronyms, Page 7
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Holmes “thinks pink,” raises money for breast cancer 
with Pink-O-Ween 

Elliot recognized in Surgical 
Tech journal

as a Director.  In addition to represent-
ing her state as a national delegate for a 
number of years, she has been a selected 
presenter at both the state and national 
level. In 2011, Elliott was honored to 
be the first Mississippi CST selected as 
a Fellow of the Association of Surgical 
Technologists.   

The SALC consists of eight members 
who represent individual states and one 
military advisor. These professionals 
are charged with the mission of over-
seeing growth and leadership through 
education, membership and guidance. 
Elliott will be representing Alabama, 
Arkansas, Colorado, Nebraska, Neva-
da, and Oregon.

Jessica Elliott, Holmes Commu-
nity College’s surgical technology 
program director, was one of those 
featured in the October issue of The 
Surgical Technologist, the official na-
tional journal of the Association of 
Surgical Technologists. 

Elliott was recently appointed by 
the president of the Association of 
Surgical Technologists to serve a term 
on the State Assembly Leadership 
Committee, a national standing com-
mittee. Her term is to last two years 
from 2014-2016, with the possibility 
of reappointment of a second and third 
term. The committee members are se-
lected by evaluation of their leader-
ship skills, expertise and talent within 
the state assembly area. 

Elliott, employed as the Surgical 
Technology Program Director since 
1996, has been a certified surgical 
technologist for more than 20 years 
and also works as a registered nurse 
specializing in psychiatric nursing at a 
mental health crisis stabilization unit. 
Elliott is a former two-term President 
of the Mississippi State Assembly and 
currently serves on the MS AST Board 

Brown presents at TYCAM

On Sept. 19, Goodman 
English instructor Jes-
sica Brown gave a talk 
titled “Get It Together: 
Developing an Integrat-
ed Reading and Writing 
Course” in Jackson at 
the Hilton Hotel during 
the annual meeting of  
TYCAM – Two-Year 
College English Associ-
ation of Mississippi. TY-
CAM is fashioned after 
and affiliated with TY-
CA-SE, the Two-Year 
College English Associ-
ation-Southeast, which 
is a part of The National 
Council of Teachers of 
English, NCTE.

Brown showed the audience  
sample critical thinking assign-
ments.  Brown credited Lone Star 
Community College with the orig-
inal design for many of the assign-
ments that the Holmes integrated 
reading and writing classes have 
adopted and adapted. English in-
structors Sonja Arnett and Chad 
Moorer assisted Brown.

Because the Integrated Reading 
and Writing courses are new to the 
Mississippi community college sys-
tem, the audience was especially in-
terested in Brown’s topic.

Following a visit to Lone Star Com-
munity College in Texas in April, six 
English instructors worked this past 
summer on new course designs for 
the combined reading and writing 
courses. Jessica has been a leader in 
this endeavor.

psychology/educational pyschology 
from Jan. 1998 until May 2000. She 
was an elementary and middle school 
instructor with the Jackson Public 
School District and the Grenada 
School District from Jan. 1992 until 
July 1996. 

“I am very excited to represent 
Holmes Community College,” Burney 
said. “I am humbled by this opportuni-
ty and consider it a privilege to serve 
my community and work to improve 
lives for our community, faculty, and 
students. I have been fortunate to work 

under both former Grenada VP’s, Jack 
Holmes and Dr. Jim Haffey, and know 
I have some big shoes to fill.” 

Her knowledge of Holmes and Gre-
nada played a big part in her seeking 
the post. “In my 10 years at Holmes, I 
have worked in various roles,” Burney 
explained. “My knowledge of Holmes 
Community College along with my 
background in community outreach 
for St. Dominic Hospital make me a 
good fit for this position. The Grenada 
Center is in great shape. We have a 
strong administrative team along with 

outstanding faculty and staff. I plan 
to offer them the continued support to 
which they have become accustomed 
and to represent the Grenada Center 
well at all district-wide functions.” 

She said wants to continue the posi-
tive things done by (Jack) Holmes and 
Dr. Haffey. “I want to complete the vi-
sion that Dr. Haffey began by finalizing 
projects such as the Forum renovation 
and the walking trail,” Burney said. “I 
plan to utilize a team approach, which 
is what has served this community and 
campus well for the last 30 years. I will 

work to have a shared vision with the 
community, faculty, staff and students. 

“I am a lifelong Grenada resident 
and have family ties that run deep here 
as well as Montgomery County,” she 
said. “I love this community and how 
it always comes together to support 
the college.  The Oct. 16 Grenada Arts 
Partnership event is a perfect exam-
ple. We packed over 500 people in the 
Forum, which is a huge turnout for a 
town this size.” 

Ridgeland SGA donates 
luggage to children’s 
home

Smoking (continued from Page 2)
outcast on their campus.  Should there 
be a new designated smoking area, or 
is the smoking policy best for every 
student on the HCC campus in Ridge-
land? By Glenneasha Brown            Photo by Laurie Alvis

Staff Reporter                           Staff Photographer

Pictured are (left to right) Ellen Springer; Macala Boxx, sophomore 
representative; Hannah Pittman; Alex Allen, president; Bailey James, 
secretary; Miranda Coza, treasurer, and Avery Huff, reporter.

The Ridgeland Student Govern-
ment Association (SGA) collected 
luggage, suitcases, and duffle bags 
from students and staff members to 
donate to Sunnybrook’s Children 
Home on Oct. 10.

The baggage donation was a suc-
cess, raising a total of 51 bags. SGA 
members were overjoyed as they 
smiled with accolades and claps, 
proud of the turnout.

SGA reporter Avery Huff said that 
SGA personally delivered the bags 
to Sunnybrook. 

“We came up with this idea from 
one of our SGA members,” Huff 
stated. That member Huff mentioned 
was treasurer Miranda Goza. Last 
year, Coza started talking with those 
from Sunnybrook. Coza said, “The 
children were always receiving do-

nated clothes and other essentials but 
rarely baggage.” 

After mentioning how they came up 
with this community activity, another 
SGA member, Hannah Pittman, joked 
about making sure one of the children, 
“chooses the ‘Truckie’ suitcase” (that 
she donated). Cheery statements like 
these along with lighthearted chuck-
les highlighted their enthusiasm for 
donating to the children at the Sunny-
brook Home. 

Both Huff and Goza agreed that the 
convenient location of Sunnybrook, 
made it more personal to them. Do-
ing philanthropic deeds for those in a 
community the same as their school 
helps to make a difference to those 
less fortunate. This small yet thought-
ful donation greatly benefits a child in 
such a caring, effective way.

So what is fair? The flick it or ticket 
campaign is a way to eliminate smok-
ing entirely from campus by restrict-
ing the places for smokers to go.  It is 
great for students that do not smoke, 
but the students that do are made an 
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Pictured is (left) Jessica Brown with fellow 
Goodman Campus English instructors Chad 
Moorer and Sonja Arnett.

Staff Reports/Photo

On Oct. 31, HCC celebrated Hallow-
een and raised money and awareness 
for a great cause all in one day with 
the first Pink-O-Ween breast cancer 
walk-o-thon, sponsored by Healthy@
Holmes. Faculty and staff showed up 
dressed in pink-themed costumes with 

creative signs to show their support. 
Each participant also purchased a 
t-shirt and collected donations prior 
to the walk to raise money for breast 
cancer, and a total of $2,007.54 was 
raised. Holmes plans to make Pink-O-
Ween an annual event.

The Goodman Campus group “Pink 
Pirates of the Curebbean,” who 
carried the signs “Treasure your 
Chest” and “Sail Toward a Cure Mat-
ey,” raised the most money for breast 

The winner of the Pink-O-Ween Cos-
tume Contest was the “Tutus 4 Tatas” 
group from the Ridgleand Campus.

The group “3 Pink Ladies and a 
Dog” from the Grenada Center won 
“Most Spirited” at Pink-O-Ween. 

Women weren’t the only ones to sup-
port breast cancer at Pink-O-Ween.

Grenada and Holmes 
Partners for the Arts bring 
magic to campus

HCC, Blue Mountain College enter articulation agreement
Staff Reports/Photo

Holmes Community College and 
Blue Mountain College entered into 
an articulation agreement today that 
will ensure a seamless transition to 
Blue Mountain College for Holmes 
graduates.

Holmes Presi-
dent Dr. Jim Haf-
fey, Blue Moun-
tain President Dr. 
Barbara Childers 
McMillin and 
Holmes Vice 
President for Ac-
ademic Programs 
Dr. Fran Cox 
met today on the 
Goodman Cam-
pus to finalize 
the articulation 
agreement. The 

Holmes agree-
ment makes the 
fifth articulation 
agreement made 
between Blue 

Mountain and Mississippi’s communi-
ty colleges.

Blue Mountain College was found-
ed in 1873 and was home to female 
students until becoming co-ed in 
2005. The primary degree program 

for the longest time was elementary 
education, but Dr. McMillin said psy-
chology and business are now among 
the most popular programs.

“We are excited about it,” Dr. 
McMillin said of the agreement. “We 
want more students to know that Blue 
Mountain College is a good option for 
them.”

McMillin said Blue Mountain 
understands the role of Mississippi’s 
community colleges and would like 
to see community college graduates 
attend Blue Mountain. “We know the 
value of a community college educa-
tion,” McMillin said. “I’m a product 
of the community college system 
and have taught in it and know the 
importance and the opportunity that 
it provides for so many students. We 
want Holmes students to know they 
can make a smooth transition and find 
that Blue Mountain is a good fit.

The articulation agreement “is 
another way for us to make students 
in other places across the state aware 

that Blue Mountain is good option for 
completing their education. We want 
to make it as easy for them as possi-
ble,” said Dr. McMillin.

“They are well-respected college 
that has been around for a long time,” 
Dr. Haffey said. “Our students come 
from a variety of backgrounds. Our 
students leave here looking for a vari-
ety of options. We don’t want to ever 
limit those options to four-year public 
schools.

“This is another great example of a 
quality college in Mississippi that we 
know our students are going to want 
to transfer to,” he said. “We want 
them to know that when they leave 
here that every door is open to them. 
It’s a great opportunity for us.

We already have students that have 
transferred there and has been a great 
fit for them. This way we know our 
students are not losing any valuable 
time or money. Everything they are 
spending here is going right into their 
next phase of education.”

(left) Blue Mountain President Dr. Barbara Childers 
McMillin and Holmes Community College President 
Dr. Jim Haffey enter into an articulation agreement that 
would ensure a smooth transition for Holmes graduates 
to Blue Mountain.

By Cody Ruth        
Staff Reporter and Photographer                          

On Oct. 16, Kevin and Cindy Spen-
cer brought their “Theater of Illusion” 
show to the Corey Forum at Holmes 
Community College Grenada Center, 
thanks to the Grenada Arts Partnership 
(Grenada and Holmes Partner for the 
Arts). During the performance, Kevin 
Spencer had everyone’s attention from 
the sponsors to parents and children 
to the younger college students that 
were required to attend for one of their 
classes. Many attendees left trying to 
figure out how Kevin did his tricks; 
especially the “dollar in the lemon” 

trick. 
The Spencer’s show was different 

from your normal expected tricks and  
animals display. The Spencers create a 
show that surpasses the average show, 
mystifying children and adults alike. 
He engages and amazes the audience 
of all ages, including children, college 
students, and even the seniors. 

Several days later, people on the 
Holmes Grenada Center Campus were 
still talking about the show, trying to 
figure out some of the tricks he did 
that night. 

The Renaissance crystal blue décor 
lights linked from building to build-
ing. The lights illuminated above, 
creating the perfect backdrop for the 
performers of a beautiful fall sky.
The Holmes Community College 
Ridgeland Campus Phi Theta Kap-
pa (PTK) chapter presented The 
Holmes Arts Showcase at the Re-
naissance at Colony Park on Thurs-
day, Oct. 23.

The showcase was an overall suc-
cess, picking up momentum as the 
night progressed. The peak audience 
reached to roughly 40 people; this 
included Holmes’ English professors 
and PTK sponsors, students, and in-
terested shoppers at the Renaissance. 
Artist Joshua Dilmore agreed the 
showcase was a success because it 
“presented me with the opportunity 

College clubs PTK and iCREATE collaborate 
to show off creative community
By Glenneasha Brown            
Staff Reporter and Photographer

to show my artwork to the community; 
to put my name out there.”

iCREATE visual artist Joshua 
Dilmore sold his version of Edouard 
Manet’s “A Bar at the Foiles Bergere” 
to fellow iCREATE member Amanda 
Dent. “It was exciting! I’d never done 
anything like it before.” Dilmore said. 
The showcase was Dilmore’s first time 
exhibiting any of his artwork for the 
public. “I was a little nervous. In the 
end it paid off—literally!”

Local band Young Valley played a 
few songs that really got the crowd in 
the fall festive spirit. Kolbe Alsobrooks 
mentioned that he became acquainted 
with Young Valley from working at 
Fondren Guitars.  

Alsobrooks said, “I became ac-
quainted with Young Valley through 
my work! I work at Fondren Guitars 
and two of the members, Carson Bray-
mer who’s the bassist for the band and 
Dylan Lovett the lead guitarist, both 

work with me and we be-
came friends pretty quick.”

To show their apprecia-
tion for featuring them, they 
gave a special shout-out to 
VP Colby during an inter-
mission of a song. 

One of the highlights of 
Young Valley’s performance 
was a song inspired by their 
hometown of Jackson that the lead 
singer Zach Lovett mentions, “Isn’t 
too far from here.” The chorus, “It’s 
my hometown,” resonated throughout 
the song. The resounding lyrics creat-
ed a simple yet powerful ode to their 
native hometown. “The lead singer 
Zach Lovett is a household name in 
Jackson, playing shows all over the 
Jackson area for quite some time!”

Renaissance shoppers even stop by 
to enjoy the arts. Bobbing their heads 
to the music, mingling with Holmes 
students and staff. Although the 

temperature dropped to the mid-40s, 
everyone stayed warm with coffee 
and good music warming their spirits. 
Kristen Moore, poet from iCREATE 
and performer, mentions that the 
crowd was an “amazing audience.”

“It felt so good to see a community 

    See Creative Community, Page 6

Artists supporting Artists! iCREATE 
songwriter and musician Amanda 
Dent (left) buys iCREATE visual art-
ist Joshua Dilmore’s (right) version 
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COMING  UP...
11/23 - 11/29: Thanksgiving Break

12/02:  Carols of Christmas
            McDaniel Auditorium on 
            Goodman Campus
            7 p.m.

Creative Community (continued from Page 4)
together to support the arts.”
Poets and musicians stepped to the 
mic, as visual artists set up their 
paintings for spectators to view. Like 
Dilmore, poet Kristen admits she was 
nervous. “However, with the support 
of family and friends, I was able to 
find the courage to perform.” She 

together to support the arts.”
Poets and musicians stepped to the 
mic, as visual artists set up their paint-
ings for spectators to view. Like Dilm-
ore, poet Kristen admits she was ner-
vous. “However, with the support of 
family and friends, I was able to find 
the courage to perform.” She smiled, 
adding, “I am so happy I did it.” She 

was also happy for her fel-
low iCREATE members and 
performers, simply calling 
their performances “amaz-
ing.” Putting one’s self out 
there is the most important 
thing. “Who knows? Maybe 
the right person happened 
to see my artwork. I’m just 
thankful to have been a part 
of it,” Dilmore states.

Interested in writing and/or photography? We would 
love to have you join our staff by signing up for JOU 
1111 next semester! For more information, contact 
Mary Margaret Turner at: mturner@holmescc.edu.

Blue 
Mountain 
(continued 
from Page 5)

Dr. Cox said having the articu-
lation agreement ensures that 62 
hours earned at Holmes will place 
Holmes students as juniors at Blue 
Mountain.

“They’ve made it evident with 
this document that they will,” Dr. 
Cox said. “We are trying to get 
students to get a degree, get a job 
and be contributors to the communi-
ty wherever they may land. Getting 
a degree and earning a living is a 
big part of being a community con-
tributor.”

11 Inducted into PTK Ridgeland  
Staff Reports/Photo

Pictured are: (front, left to right) Tawnie Wright of Madison County; Cros-
by Hart of Yazoo County; Chasity McCree of Yazoo County; Avery Huff 
of Madison County; Rachel Agnew of Madison County; Patricia Gunn of 
Madison County; Shiquita Haralson of Hinds County; (back, left to right) 
Dr. Don Burnham, vice president of Holmes Ridgeland Campus; Neftali 
Palma of Madison County; Joe Gibson of Hinds County; Ashley Brooks 
of Rankin County; Michal McDaniel of Rankin County, and Dr. Jim Haf-
fey, president of Holmes.

The Alpha Lambda Sigma Chapter 
of Phi Theta Kappa (PTK) at Holmes 
Community College in Ridgeland 
inducted 11 new members into the 
honor society for two-year college 
students on Oct. 27 in the McGowan 
Workforce Training Center. A recep-
tion for friends, family, and the in-
ductees was held in the McGowan 
Lobby following the ceremony. 

PTK is the international honors 
scholastic society for community 
colleges that recognizes intellectual 
achievement and promotes charac-
ter, leadership and fellowship among 
community college students. Found-
ers of PTK modeled many aspects of 
the society after the prestigious se-
nior college honor society, Phi Beta 
Kappa. Membership is by invitation 
to full-time students having a cumu-
lative grade point average of 3.5 or 
higher at Holmes Community Col-
lege. Invitations are extended both 
the fall and spring semesters.

The ceremony included a welcom-

by Blair Booker, librarian and PTK 
advisor; an invocation by Dr. Don 
Burnham, vice president of the Rid-
geland Campus; recognition of chap-
ter officers and guests by Dr. Amy 
Wolgamott, speech instructor and 
advisor; remarks by Dr. Jim Haffey, 
president of Holmes, and induction 
of new members by Paulette Vargas, 
president of PTK. Five other PTK 
officers shared in the ceremony, as 
well, explaining the history and sig-
nificance of PTK and the meaning of 
the symbolic rituals of the induction 
ceremony. 

“I’ve learned over the years that it 
is important to have something presti-
gious behind your name, whether you 
are applying for scholarships, gradu-
ate school, a job, or seeking promo-
tion. Phi Theta Kappa is that for all 
of you,” Dr. Haffey said, addressing 
the inductees. “It won’t get you out 
of a ticket, but it will give you that 
extra advantage over other applicants 
as you continue your educational ca-

reer. You should be proud to be a part of a such a successful organization; PTK 
chapters from Holmes have won best chapter internationally three different 
times. You are the hope for the next generation, and I truly believe some of the 
smartest students in Mississippi are right here in this room. ”
In recent years, Holmes’ Alpha Lambda Sigma Chapter has been named 5th 
Finalist to the 
Most Dis-
t i n g u i s h e d 
Chapter, won 
the USA TO-
DAY Case 
Study Chal-
lenge for their 
work on stem 
cell research,  
r e c e i v e d 
the Dis-
t i n g u i s h e d 
C h a p t e r 
A w a r d , 
the Distin-
guished Issue 
Award, the-
Distinguished 
Honors in 
Action Project 
Award, and the 
Distinguished 
College Project 
Award.

Pictured are: (front, left to right) Rachael Packer, vice 
president of scholarship; Paulette Vargas, president; 
Christina Bracey, recording secretary; (back, left to right) 
Antoine Gates, biological science instructor and faculty 
advisor; Laura McMahon, psychology instructor and fac-
ulty advisor; Emma Warren, vice president of outreach; 
Brad Simpson, vice president of hallmarks, Haley Sims, 
vice president of fellowship; Dr. Amy Wolgamott, speech 
instructor and advisor, and Blair Booker, librarian and 
advisor.
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Medications, vital signs, signs/
symptoms, and patient assessments 
are just a small part of nursing. There 
are many behind-the-scene talents 
that family, friends, and even the 
patient never consider, and often take 
for granted. Integrating the patient’s 
culture into their treatment plan is 
only one of the many hidden consid-
erations of proper patient care that 
nurses must face on a daily basis. 
The patient’s culture is one of these. 
Licensed Practical Nursing (LPN) 
classes on both the Grenada and 
Ridgeland Campuses have found a 
unique way of learning the different 
aspects of cultures that are also in-
volved with patient care through the 
annual Culture Fest events. Carolyn 
Case, Grenada LPN instructor, says 
the students learn a lot about different 
cultures while having a lot of fun.

Acronyms
(continued from Page 2)

LPN’s Host Culture Fest in 
Grenada, Ridgeland
Photos by Carl Smith, Staff Reporter/Photographer

On Oct. 22, Grenada’s LPN class 
held their 4th annual Culture Fest, 
and on Oct. 29, Ridgeland’s class 
held their’s. Dividing the class into 
groups, each chose one of six coun-
tries (or in Ridgeland’s case, re-
gions). This year’s countries for the 
Grenada LPN’s were France, Italy, 
Germany, Mexico, China, and Ja-
pan. For Ridgeland, the groups were 
Mexico, China, the South, the Middle 
East, and Italy. Each group researches 
their country’s culture, including its 
religion, health care, and diet. Each 
group also prepares and serves dishes 
from their country and tells about its 
culture while dressed in the country’s 
normal attire. The dishes are judged 
by HCC staff for a grade, ranging 
from 90 to 100. Case said the stu-
dents really get into the Culture Fest, 
and their hard work shows it.

One group of Grenada LPN students presented on 
Italy.  

One group of Ridgeland LPN students presented on 
the Middle Eastern Culture. 

One group of Grenada LPN students pre-
sented on Mexico.

On Oct. 16, Holmes Community 
College in Ridgeland held a financial 
aid workshop for its students. Victor 
Parker, Trek coordinator, and Gail 
Muse Beggs, financial aid director, 
talked to students about different 
ways to pay for college.  

Beggs covered the types of student 
loans and the different stages the 
loans go through during a college 
career.  Information about how to 
avoid defaulting a loan will be useful 
for those with student debts.  Pell 
grants were also a major topic, and 
the students learned the qualifica-

          Trek Center Holds Financial Aid Workshop
By Erikka Dawson
Staff Reporter

tions of this grant.
This is the first semester for the 

Trek Center to be on the Ridgeland 
campus.  Parker’s job is to ensure stu-
dent success in school.  They provide 
career assessments and personality 
testes along with offering workshops. 

Along with the financial aid work-
shop, resume writing and interview 
skills are also available.  Student 
Turkessa Bell says, “It really gave me 
the guidance that I never had before.”  
She passionately complimented the 
Trek Center and said that every stu-
dent should utilize this program.

Gail Muse Beggs, 
financial aid direc-
tor, covers student 
loans in the work-
shop.

 Grenada graduates 11 from Electrical Lineman Program
Staff Reports/Photo

Holmes Community College 
graduated 11 students from the 
Electrical Lineman program in the 
Holmes Chapel on the Goodman 
Campus Nov. 19. Each graduate 
received a certificate and their 
individual credentials. Students 
earned credentials in the follow-
ing areas: Class A Commercial 
Driver’s License, AHA First-Aid/
CPR & Blood-borne Pathogens, 
Forklift Operator, Computer 
Training/Employment Prep, 
Teamwork & Leadership, Chain-
saw Operation, Pole Climbing, 
Pole Top & Bucket Rescue, and 
Basic Electricity.  

The graduates included Cory 
Chamblee, Wesley Hillhouse, Jo-
seph Hollowell, J. Kyle Hopkins, 

Wesley McAlphin, 
Tommy Mitchell, 
Braxton Moore, Greg 
Patterson, Robert 
Swinney, and Jona-
than Weaver. Instruc-
tors for the program 
are Clarence (Mac) 
McBride and Lamar 
Dumas. 

OMG, FOMO, HMB, GTG, IRL, and 
TBH are only a few examples of this 
endless list. My pet peeve is talking 
to someone that uses acronyms in the 
conversation. I hear LOL, OMG, and 
BFF in public quite often, and have 
actually talked to people who use 
these while conversing. Instructors 
giving essay assignments often say 
“DO NOT use acronyms or abbrevi-
ations in your essay”; this means it 
has been done. It is sad that a college 
student cannot write a formal paper 
without using social media slang. 
Have we, as a society, become in such 

a hurry or just so lazy that we must 
abbreviate everything we say, write, 
or type?  I would like take a look at 
how some will write in their resume 
when applying for quality jobs after 
graduating college. Will it look like 
these?  Career wanted: ISO new job 
with lots of LOL or  Reason for leav-
ing last job: OMG they wanted me to 
work on weekends too.

 FWIW it’s JMHO TTYL HAGD
(For what it’s worth) it’s (just my 

opinion) (talk to you later) (have a 
good day).
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Scenes from homecoming ‘14
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Songwriters Showcase kicks off with snake catch

As part of its Arts and Letters 
Series, the English and Foreign 
Language Department of Holmes 
Community College in Ridgeland 
presented a Mississippi Songwriters 
Showcase on Oct. 21 in the D.P Mc-

Gowan Workforce Training Building. 
The showcase featured musicians 
Steve Deaton, Cary Hudson, Neilson 
Hubbard and Eric Stracener.

As the musicians entered the Mc-
Gowan Building, Hubbard excitedly 
revealed that Hudson caught a snake 
lurking in the lobby. Hudson ex-
claims, “It was so small, I caught it in 
the coffee cup!” Now there’s action 
to start off the night. Although his 
capture of the critter was indeed a 

brave one, Hudson adds that he was 
just as scared as everyone else. He 
joked with Hubbard, “We should put 
the snake in the cup and save it for 
the performances.” 

As the audience grew to its maxi-
mum of approximately 100 people, 
Hudson nodded approvingly. “Wow, 

we’ve got a 
good turnout.” 
Finishing up his 
coffee, Hudson 
was eager to be-
gin performing. 

Dr. Haffey 
opened the event 
with a welcome 
and a word on 
the importance 
of inspiration. 
“Back roads 
are needed as a 
source of inspi-
ration,” Dr. Haf-
fey said. “I’m 
no musician, 
but inspiration 
is universal, and 

inspiration is needed for a song.”
The musicians felt at home play-

ing for Holmes. They poked fun 
at one another and themselves. As 

each musician introduced themselves, 
Hubbard replied, “I’m here because 
Cary caught a snake.” Stracener 
made light of his cold, saying he was 
allergic to schools. As Hudson pro-
ceeded after Stracener, Hudson poked 
harmless humor at him, saying “You 
don’t have Ebola, do you?” Moments 
like these allowed the audience to 
laugh and see how down-to-earth the 
musicians were.

They had a respect for one an-

HEADWAE banquet to recognize Dugan, McCrory
Staff Reports/Photos

By Glenneasha Brown            
Staff Reporter

other’s artistry as they nodded their 
heads to one another’s songs and even 
played in the background for the fel-
low songwriters, such as when Deaton 
and Hubbard played in the back-
ground for Hudson’s performance. 
Stracener revealed to the audience that 
he “ripped off finger work from Cary” 
in his opening song, “Her Grief is a 
Man.” They even pitched in on what 
song was their favorite song from the 
other musicians. Stracener said his 
daughter Polly is a fan of Hubbard’s. 
Their close-knit bond to one another 
highlighted their love of music and 
appreciation of one another’s love for 
it.

 “Ah,” Eric Stracener said, pausing 
for a second to reveal his inspiration. 
Then he simply stated, “Life.” With 
just that statement, he set the tone of 
what inspiration represents. Anything 
can be inspiring, but as Stracener put 
it, it depends on “what you open your 
mind to.” One’s perspective is how 
he or she gains inspiration. Stracener 
out pointed that even “Getting old is 
inspiring.” He points out all music 
is good. He jokes that even “booty 
songs” are good, for different reasons. 
Music has a message, but what it 
says depends on the person. Good or 
bad, Stracener concludes, “As long as 
someone can take something from my 
music, that’s all that matters.”

Neilson Hubbard expressed that 
each song hold(s) a special meaning to 
him. The inspiration is romantic in an 
interpersonal sense. In varied forms, 
each of his songs evolve around love 
and struggle in relationships, between 
one’s self and their love one(s) and 
self’s inner struggle.  His opening 
song “Love Don’t Owe You Any-

thing” sheds light on relationships. 
As the relationship is illuminated 
beneath the light, it shows “all of its 
beauty and scars.” His closing song 
“How Much Longer Can We Bend” 
looks at a relationship stretched to its 
limits; they asked themselves, “How 
much longer can we bend before we 
break?” “Do You Want to Start a Fire” 
revealed Hubbard’s personal struggle 
with growing older and divorce. As 
Hubbard describes, “A declaration that 
there is still fight left in me.” 

Just before performing, Steve Dea-
ton told the audience his inspiration 
are narratives derived off (from) “dia-
bolic characters, such as drug dealers 
and alcoholics.” He chuckled, along 
with several members of the crowd. 
A barflies’ secret infatuation with his 
best friend’s wife in “Eulogy Best 
Kept to Himself” and a boy’s duty to 
protect and admire is older brother in 
“You Got To” are narratives based off 
these diabolic characters as they strug-
gle with inner conflict. Still images of 
life in 1997 inspire(ed) “Inside.” 

Carey Hudson gave a method to 
how he would perform, saying “I 
wanted to play some new songs and 
for the last two, I did upbeat things to 
try and keep the audience interested.” 
He emoted pride and passion as he 
howled during his lively performanc-
es. His songs varied in tone and mood. 
While his opening song Fiddler’s 
Green is fable providing a voice to 
“the artists/outsider types in this world 
who so often suffer the judgment of 
those with power,” “Skinny-dipping” 
intended to be far more lighthearted. 

Once a semester, the Arts and 
Letters series hosts these events for 
literary and artistic community. 

Pictured are (left to right) musicians 
Cary Hudson, Eric Stracener, Neilson 
Hubbard and Steve Deaton following 
the Mississippi Songwriters Showcase.

The 28th Higher Education Appre-
ciation Day – Working for Academic 
Excellence (HEADWAE) recognition 
banquet in February 2015, will be 
attended by Holmes Community Col-
lege’s two honorees: Cindy Dugan 
and Lily Fran McCrory. 

HEADWAE is sponsored by the 
Mississippi Legislature, supported 
by the corporate community, and is 
coordinated by the Mississippi Insti-
tutions of Higher Learning – Office 
of Academic and Student Affairs. 

Each year, HEADWAE honors an 
outstanding faculty member and an 
outstanding student from each par-
ticipating member institution of the 
Mississippi Association of Colleges 

and 
Univer-
sities.  

Cin-
dy Du-
gan is a 
music 
instruc-
tor on 
the 
HCC 
Gre-

nada campus and a resident of Gre-
nada, Mississippi. In addition to the 
HEADWAE award, she has received 
previous honors such as the Hu-
manities Award where she presented 
“Defending the Arts in Academia, 

Culture, and Beyond.” She has been 
a well-respected member of the 
Holmes family since 2006.  

Lily Fran McCrory is a 4.0 
Pre-Medical student on the Goodman 
campus. She is an officer in Phi Theta 
Kappa, a participant in the Leader-
ship Institute, a member of the Bap-
tist Student Union, and a recipient of 
the Michael Klauk Award.  

Lily Fran is also a recipient of 
a scholarship for the Holmes Plus 
Program which is a program for 
highly motivated students who are 
majoring in a science or mathematics 
field.  Lily Fran McCrory’s parents 
are Frankie and Robin McCrory from 
Lexington.

Cindy Dugan Lily Fran McCrory

Goodman Campus students enjoyed 
attending the 2014 University Trans-
fer fair held Oct. 17. The transfer 
fair allows students who wouldn’t 
normally have the opportunity to visit 
area universities the chance to broad-
en their outlook on the four-year 
institution of their choice.  Among 
those universities who attended were: 
Alcorn State University, Belhaven 
College, Delta State University, The 
Jackson State University, Millsap 
College, Mississippi College, Mis-
sissippi State University, Mississippi 
Valley State University, Tugaloo 

By Frankie Weatherby
Staff Reporter/Photographer

Holmes hosts University 
Transfer Fair in Goodman

College, The University of Mississip-
pi, University of West Alabama, and 
even the Mississippi Army National 
Guard.   
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grenada Fall Fest 
Photos by Carl Smith, Staff Photographer

A fun day was had by all at the 2014 Grenada Fall Fest 
held on Oct. 30. From  a “Wobble Contest” to a tram-
poline bungee jump to a rock wall for climbing, there 
was fun activities for everyone. Faculty members even 
surprised students by dominating the wobble contest and 
performing a “flash mob” dance. Food, fun and funny (as 
well as some scary) costumes rounded out the day for a 
wonderful Fall Fest. 
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Ridgeland Fall Fest 
Photos by Laurie Alvis, Staff Photographer
Submitted photos included as well

Music and the smell of Backyard Burgers filled the 
air during the Ridgeland Campus Fall Fest held on 
Oct. 22. Phi Theta Kappa sold t-shirts, the surgical tech 
students sold sweets and other goodies, and Phi Beta 
Lambda business society raised money for breast cancer 
awareness. Live music was provided by a dj as well 
as a band from the Creative Arts Club. Several student 
organizations hosted carnival games, as well. Following 
Fall Fest, students, faculty, and staff walked down to the 
soccer practice field to see the Lady Bulldgos play. 
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nal score of the night with 2:47 to 
play in the third quarter when the 
scored from 16 yards out. Ballard con-
nected on both extra points to make 
the score 55-0.

Kris Newson picked up another 
score for the Bulldog special teams as 
he blocked a punt of Cody Spears and 
raced it in for a 25-yard touchdown. 
Ballard’s kick made it 62-0 with 10:22 
to play in the game.

The Tigers got on the scoreboard 
with 1:13 to play in the game when 
Anthony Mitchell connected with 
Greg Johnson from 34 yards out. 
Cody Spears’ extra point was blocked 
by Broderick Fordham and LaBarrion 
Taylor picked up for the Bulldogs and 

Bulldogs (continued from Front Page)
went in for the final two points of the 
night from 90 yards out.

Massey led the Bulldogs in rushing 
with 133 yards on four carries and two 
touchdowns while Cunningham had 
114 yards on 10 carries and a touch-
down. Henson had three scores and fin-
ished with 85 yards on 12 carries.

Andrew Walker and Mohamed Ca-
mara each finished with seven tackles. 
Traver Jung had six tackles while Brit-
ain Thompson, Odell Spencer, Brod-
erick Fordham and Ryhean McMorris 
each had five tackles. Lyndon Johnson 
and Camara each had two sacks while 
Johnson and Camara each had 2.5 tack-
les for loss.   

Former Bulldog baseball 
player now an L.A. Dodger
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Name: Jimmy Le
Nickname: Don’t have one.
Hometown: Flowood
Major: Pre-nursing
Classification: Sophomore
Pets: I don’t have a pet at the moment 
which is unfortunate because I love dogs.
Favorite Food: Pizza
Favorite TV Show: Grey’s Anatomy
What would most people be surprised 
to know about you? That I am Asian, 
but not that smart. 
What is your favorite place to visit? 
Boulder, CO and Clearwater Beach, Fla. 
Accomplishment most proud of? 
Being extremely involved with Student 
Ambassadors.
Future Goal: To graduate college from a 
prestigious nursing school in Mississippi.
How do you like spending your days 
off? I enjoy traveling.
Motivation: My motivation for graduting 
is to avoid going broke. 
What or who are three things you love 
most in this world? My family, football, 
and dogs. 
Why did you choose Holmes? There is 
no place like Holmes!

Name: Dalton Burton
Nickname: Dalty Roo
Hometown: Bentonia 
Major: Agricultural Business
Classification: Sophomore
Pets: A dog, cows, and a donkey
Favorite Food: Cheeseburger (meat, 
cheese, bread only)
Favorite TV Show: ESPN
What would most people be surprised 
to know about you? I’m allergic to 
pickles.
Accomplishment most proud of: Driv-
ing my girlfriend (Homecoming Queen 
Shelby Soyars) in my golf cart onto the 
field for Homecoming 2014. 
Future Goal: To own my business called 
Big D Enterprise.
How do you like spending your days 
off? Tending to my cows, fishing, and 
hunting.
Three things you love most in the 
world: Jesus, my mom, and chips.
Why did you choose Holmes? Local 
school, great atmosphere and close to 
home.

Name: Napoleon Green
Nickname: Main
Hometown: Hayti, Mo.
Major: Criminal Justice
Classification: Non-traditional freshman
Pets: I’ve got one dog. 
Favorite Food: Chicken.
Favorite TV show: CSI.
What would most people be surprised 
to know about you? I received High 
School Diploma in 2013.
Future Goal: I plan to become a Correc-
tional Social Worker.
How do you like spending your days 
off? Reading /Spending time with family.
Motivation: My motivation is my family, 
my two sons.
Three things you love most in the 
world: Family, friends, and volunteering. 
Why did you choose Holmes? I
wanted a small campus that was close to 
my home and job with great instructors.
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Color Run 2014
Goodman Campus, Oct. 6
Submitted photos

Holmes Association of Legal 
Students (HALS) participated in 
the City of Ridgeland’s Trunk or 
Treat event on Halloween night for 
the second year in a row. Trunk or 
Treat, which is held in Freedom 
Ridge Park, is an annual fall festival 
featuring music, entertainment, car-
nival games, and treats donated by 
local Ridgeland businesses and run 
by volunteers. The event is reserved 
for children ages 10 and under.

HALS participates in Trunk 
or Treat
By Cody Ruth, Staff Photographer
Submitted Story 

By Na’Shekia 
Mosley

Spotted! A Ridgeland Campus 
student enjoys a break between 
classes in the Student Union, 
which will be dedicated and 
renamed in the near future...
details to come!

      Spotted!

Advised by Darlene Dozier, the 
members of HALS set up a booth 
and games and helped hand out 
candy to the children who attended 
Trunk or Treat. 

This is just one of the many com-
munity service activities HALS is 
involved in throughout the academic 
year. Other community activities 
have included raising money to pur-
chase teddy bears for the Ridgeland 
Police Department (for children at 

the scene of crimes), 
partnering with In 
Him Ministries, a lo-
cal faith-based prison 
ministry, and donat-
ing items for women 
in need at the Mis-
sissippi Center for 
Violence Prevention, 
among numerous oth-
er activities. 

Holmes Community College 
freshman guard Daryl Macon 
of Little Rock, Ark. was named 
the MACJC Player of the Week 
two weeks in a row following his 
plays against William Carey JV, 
Meridian and Southern-Shreve-
port.

Macon averaged 24.3 points in 
three games in one week. He had 
27 points in a Holmes 117-74 win 
over William Carey JV, 26 points 
in a losing effort against Merid-
ian and 20 points in a win over 

Macon named MACJC 
Player of the Week Twice
Staff Reports/Photo

Southern-Shreveport. He also averaged 
four rebounds, 1.3 steals and 5 assists per 
game in those three games.

Staff Reports/Photo
Included information from www.truebluela.com

Holmes Community College for-
mer Bulldog Dirtbag Baseball Player 
Deion Ulmer of Laurel was drafted 
to the Los Angeles Dodger Minor 
League Baseball team after finishing 
his sophomore year at Holmes in 
May. The 5’9, 170-pound short stop 
and pitcher hit .423/.494/.537 with 14 
doubles, 46 runs scored and 36 stolen 
bases in 39 attempts in 48 games in 
2014. He also made All-State and 

Pictured at the Intrasquad Baseball Game at Homecoming ‘14 are 
(left) Head Coach Kenny Dupont and (right) Assistant Coach Ryan 
Beggs with Deion Ulmer, who now plays for the L.A. Dodgers.

All-Region XXIII First Team. 
Ulmer, 20, had already been draft-

ed to Jackson State University and 
was set to begin his junior year at 
JSU in August when he found out 
that he had been picked in the MLB 
draft. The former Bulldog standout is 
thrilled for the opportunity to play in 
MLB, and shared his gratitude to his 
former coaches by paying a visit to 
Goodman during Homecoming 2014.

Lady Bulldogs reel off fifth 
straight win with victory over 
Pearl River, 52-50
Staff Reports/Photo

The Holmes Community College 
Lady Bulldogs made it five in a row 
after a home game Nov. 17 with a 52-
50 non-division win over the Pearl 
River Community College Lady 
Wildcats.

With the win, the Lady Bulldogs 
went to 5-1 on the season. Pearl 
River led 20-11 at halftime before the 
Lady Bulldogs outscored the Lady 
Wildcats 41-30 in the second half. 

Taylor Johnson led the Lady Bull-
dogs with nine points while Carme-
sha Nalls had eight. Tayanna Purnell 
led in rebounds with seven.

The basketball games, both men 
and women’s, can be watched live 
at holmesccmedia.com or heard on 
breezynews.com or at 101.1 FM.

For updated coverage on the Lady 
Bulldogs 2014-2015 season, visit 
www.holmesathletics.com. 

Taylor Johnson Carmesha Nalls Tayanna Purnell

Dec. 1	
Dec. 4	
Dec. 8	
Jan. 6	
Jan. 8	
Jan. 12	
Jan. 15	
Jan. 20
Jan. 22	
Jan. 26	
Jan. 29	
Feb. 5	
Feb. 12	
Feb. 16
Feb.	 19

Date    Opponent          Time (W/M)

@ Southwest					   
     Northwest						    
@ Coahoma					   
@ Hinds		
     Southwest
@ Itawamba
    Baton Rouge, La. 
    Mississippi Delta
    East Mississippi
@ Northeast
@ Northwest
     Itawamba
@ Mississippi Delta
@ East Mississippi
     Northeast

5:30/7:30 p.m.	
6/8 p.m.
6/8 p.m.
5:30/7:30 p.m.	
6/8 p.m.
6/8 p.m.
6/8 p.m.	
6:/8 p.m.
6/8 p.m.
5:30/7:30 p.m.
5/7 p.m.
6/8 p.m.
6/8 p.m.
5:30/7:30 p.m.	
6/8 p.m.

 Bulldog Basketball Schedule

Holmes Community College, the 
Mississippi Army National Guard 
and Mississippi Sports Medicine 
and Orthopedic Center teamed up 
to present the 2nd Annual MACJC 
Men’s and Women’s All-Star Soccer 
Game.  The All-Star games were 
held Nov. 15 at Freedom Ridge Park 
in Ridgeland. 

DVDs of the MACJC All Star 
game can be purchased via PayPal 
by going to http://holmesccmedia.
com/Home for $19.95/single game, 
$29.95/two game package. DVDs 

Holmes hosted 2nd annual MACJC 
Men’s and Women’s All-Star Soccer 
Game
Staff Reports/Photo

should ship approximately two weeks 
after the MACJC All-Star game. For 
more information contact Matt Con-
vertino at 601-212-8095 or mconverti-
no@holmescc.edu.

Last year’s MACJC Men’s & Wom-
en’s All-Star game had 21 of 64 partic-
ipants continue their soccer careers at 
the next level.  

(Below) Pictured are the Holmes Bull-
dog soccer players who were chosen to 
play in the MACJC All-Star game. 



Exam Schedules 2014

EXAMINATION SCHEDULE 
Fall 2014 Semester Classes—Goodman Campus 

December 9, 10, 11 – 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 12, 2013 

Thursday, December 11 
************** 

8:00 A.M. – 10:00 A.M. 
 

All classes that meet  
Monday and/or Wednesday 

at 1:40 p.m. 
 

 
10:10 A.M. – 12:10 P.M. 

 

Monday and Wednesday 
At 9:25 a.m. 

 
 
 

 
1:15 P.M. – 3:15 P.M. 

 

All classes that meet 
Tuesday and Thursday 

at 10:00 a.m. or 10:50 a.m. 
 

 
 

Tuesday, December 9 
************** 

8:00 A.M. – 10:00 A.M. 
 

All classes that meet  
Tuesday and Thursday 

at 8:00 a.m. or 8:30 a.m. 
 

 
10:10 A.M. – 12:10 P.M. 

 

All classes that meet  
Monday and Wednesday 

at 10:00 a.m. or 10:50 a.m. 
 

 
1:15 P.M. – 3:15 P.M. 

 

All classes that meet  
Tuesday and/or Thursday 

2nd 8WK M/T/W/R 
at 12:15 p.m. or 12:30 p.m. 

 
 
 

 
3:30 P.M. – 5:30 P.M. 

 

All classes that meet 
Tuesday and Thursday 

at 3:30 p.m. 
 

 

6:00 P.M.-8:50 P.M. 
All classes that meet 

Tuesday Evening classes 
 

 

Wednesday, December 10 
************** 

8:00 A.M. – 10:00 A.M. 
 

All classes that meet  
Monday and Wednesday 

at 8:00 a.m. 
 

 
10:10 A.M. – 12:10 P.M. 

 

All classes that meet  
Tuesday and Thursday 

at 9:25 a.m. 
 

 
1:15 P.M. – 3:15 P.M. 

 

All classes that meet  
Monday and/or Wednesday 
at 11:41 a.m., 12:15 p.m.,  
12:30 p.m., or 12:40 p.m. 

 

 

Friday, December 5 
************** 

8:00 A.M. – 10:00 A.M. 
 

All classes that meet  
Tuesday and/or Thursday 
at 1:00 p.m., 1:40 p.m., or 

2:00 p.m. 
 

 
10:10 A.M. – 12:10 P.M. 

 

All classes that meet  
TBA 

 

 
 

September 22, 2014 tw NOTE: Monday day classes will have regular class meetings on Monday, December 8, 2014. 

EXAMINATION SCHEDULE 
2014 Fall Semester – Grenada Center 

December 8, 9, 10, 11 
 
 
 
 

 

TUESDAY 
 December 9 

 
8:00 A.M – 10:00 A.M. 

All classes that meet Tuesday 
and Thursday at 8:00 a.m. 
______________________ 

 
10:10 A.M – 12:10 P.M. 

All classes that meet Tuesday 
and Thursday at 10:50 a.m. 
______________________ 

 
1:00 P.M – 3:00 P.M. 

All classes that meet Tuesday 
and Thursday at 12:15 p.m. 
______________________ 

 
3:10 P.M. – 5:10 P.M. 

All classes that meet Tuesday 
and Thursday at 1:35 p.m. 

 

WEDNESDAY 
 December 10 

 
8:00 A.M. – 10:00 A.M. 

All classes that meet Monday 
and Wednesday at 8:00 a.m. 

_____________________ 
 

10:10 A.M. – 12:10 P.M. 
All classes that meet Monday 
and Wednesday at 10:50 a.m. 
_______________________ 

 
1:00 P.M. – 3:00 P.M. 

All classes that meet Monday 
and Wednesday at 12:15 p.m. 
_______________________ 

 
3:10 P.M. – 5:10 P.M. 

All classes that meet Monday 
and Wednesday at 1:35 p.m. 

 

THURSDAY 
December 11 

 
8:00 A.M. – 10:00 A.M. 

All classes that meet Monday 
and Wednesday at 9:25 a.m. 
______________________ 

 
10:10 A.M. – 12:10 P.M. 

All classes that meet 
Tuesday and Thursday at 

9:25 a.m. 
 
 

MONDAY 
 December 8 

 
Monday day classes will 

have regular class meetings 
on this day 

_____________________ 
 

“All courses that are described as 
lecture courses or have a lecture 

component will have a final 
examination.  All instructors are 
expected to administer the final 

examination to all 
students…according to the schedule 

issued by the administration.” 
_____________________ 

 
NOTE:  Instructors may allow 
students to exchange sections as 

long as it does not create a 
problem in seating, etc.  In case 

of conflict, please notify the 
Academic Dean.   

 

 
 

EVENING EXAM SCHEULE 

Monday, December 8 
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

Monday Evening Classes 
 

Tuesday, December 9 
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

Tuesday Evening Classes 

Wednesday, December 10 
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

Wednesday Evening Classes 

Thursday, December 11 
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

Thursday Evening Classes 

 
 

8 WEEK CLASSES 
 

First 8-Week Classes 
October 9, 2014  

 
 

Second 8-Week Classes 
December 11, 2014  

 
 

 
 

EXAMINATION SCHEDULE – Ridgeland Campus 
Fall Semester – 1st 8-Week Classes 

October 6, 7, 8, 9, & 10, 2014 
 

Monday, October 6 Tuesday, October 7 Wednesday, October 8 Thursday, October 9 Friday, October 10 

 
1st 8-week day classes 
will have regular class 
meetings on this day. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
1st 8-week Monday Hybrid 

Classes 
 
 

 
1st 8-week day classes 
will have regular class 
meetings on this day. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
1st 8-week Tuesday Hybrid 

classes 
 

 
1st 8-week day classes 
will have regular class 
meetings on this day. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
1st 8-week Wednesday 

Hybrid classes 
 

1st 8-week 
Monday/Wednesday 

Evening Classes 
 
 

 
1st 8-week day classes 

DO NOT MEET 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
1st 8-week Thursday Hybrid 

classes 
 

1st 8-week 
Tuesday/Thursday 

Evening Classes 
 
 

 
8:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. 

1st 8-week 8:00 a.m. classes 
 
 

10:10 a.m. – 12:10 p.m. 
1st 8-week 9:25 a.m. classes 

 
 

12:20 p.m. – 2:20 p.m. 
1st 8-week 10:50 a.m. classes 
1st 8-week 12:15 a.m. classes 

 

 
Note:  Students must take 
exams at the scheduled exam 
time.   In case of conflict, 
please notify the Academic 
Dean’s office or the Career-
Technical Director’s office.   

 
 

 


